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Detached ADU Designed for
Rental Living in San Diego

Project Overview

Project Type: Detached ADU + Storage
Location: San Diego, CA

Size:
* ADU Livable Area: 499 sq. ft.

 Storage Area: 100 sq. ft.
* Patio Area: 80 sq. ft.

Services Provided: Design & Permitting

Urbatect worked with the homeowner to transform an existing backyard structure into a thoughtfully
planned detached ADU designed for rental use, while also incorporating dedicated storage space for
the mainresidence. The design balances privacy, everyday functionality, and e Fcient use of available
lot space.

Client Goals

The homeowner’s goal was to replace an existing shed with a fully functional 1-bedroom, 1-bath
detached ADU that could serve as a private rental unit, while also preserving practical storage
space for personal use.



Their visionincluded:

* A private entrance and patio / sit-out area for the ADU

* A spacious open-concept living, dining, and kitchen area

* Dedicated utility spaces, including a full utility closet and washer / dryer closet

* Additional built-in storage opportunities throughout the living and bedroom areas

* Aseparate storage area that remains easily accessible to the main house occupants

Challenges

Like many backyard development projects, the site presented planning constraints that required
careful design consideration.

The primary challenge was:

* Working around a 6-foot rear utility easement, which limited where the ADU could be
positioned on the property

* Preserving adequate backyard space for the main house while accommodating a new
detached structureDedicated utility spaces, including a full utility closet and washer / dryer
closet

* Balancing the homeowner’s need for independent rental living with the functional needs of
the primary residence

These limitations required alayout that made efficient use of space without compromising privacy
orusability.
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